
CAMPUS CARRY POLICY WORKING GROUP



Texas Government Code

Sec. 411.2031. Carrying of Handguns By License Holders on Certain Campuses. 

(a) For purposes of this section:
(1) "Campus" means all land and buildings owned or leased by an institution of higher education * * *.

* * *
(3) "Premises" has the meaning assigned by Section 46.035, Penal Code [“a building or a portion of a building”] .

(b) A license holder may carry a concealed handgun on or about the license holder's person while the license 
holder is on the campus of an institution of higher education * * *.

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), (d-1), * * *, an institution of higher education * * * may not adopt any 
rule, regulation, or other provision prohibiting license holders from carrying handguns on the campus of the 
institution.



Sec. 411.2031. Carrying of Handguns By License Holders on Certain Campuses. 

(d) An institution of higher education * * * may establish rules, regulations, or other provisions concerning the storage 
of handguns in dormitories or other residential facilities that are owned or leased and operated by the institution and 
located on the campus of the institution.

(d-1) After consulting with students, staff, and faculty of the institution regarding the nature of the student population, 
specific safety considerations, and the uniqueness of the campus environment, the president * * * of an institution of 
higher education in this state shall establish reasonable rules, regulations, or other provisions regarding the carrying of 
concealed handguns by license holders on the campus of the institution or on premises located on the campus of the 
institution.  The president * * * may not establish provisions that generally prohibit or have the effect of generally 
prohibiting license holders from carrying concealed handguns on the campus of the institution.  * * * The institution 
must give effective notice under Section 30.06, Penal Code, with respect to any portion of a premises on which license 
holders may not carry. 



Texas Government Code

Sec. 411.172.  Eligibility
(a) A person is eligible for a license to carry a handgun if the person:

(1) is a legal resident of this state for the six-month period preceding the date of application under 
this subchapter or is otherwise eligible for a license under Section 411.173(a);

(2) is at least 21 years of age;
(3) has not been convicted of a felony;
(4) is not charged with the commission of a Class A or Class B misdemeanor or equivalent offense, or 

of an offense under Section 42.01, Penal Code, or equivalent offense, or of a felony under an information 
or indictment;

* * *
(6) is not a chemically dependent person;
(7) is not incapable of exercising sound judgment with respect to the proper use and storage of a 

handgun;
(8) has not, in the five years preceding the date of application, been convicted of a Class A or Class B 

misdemeanor or equivalent offense or of an offense under Section 42.01, Penal Code, or equivalent 
offense;

(9) is fully qualified under applicable federal and state law to purchase a handgun;
* * *
(12) is not currently restricted under a court protective order or subject to a restraining order 

affecting the spousal relationship, other than a restraining order solely affecting property interests;
(13) has not, in the 10 years preceding the date of application, been adjudicated as having engaged in 

delinquent conduct violating a penal law of the grade of felony; * * *



Texas Penal Code sec. 30.06(c)

(3) "Written communication" means:
(A) a card or other document on which is written language identical to the following:  "Pursuant to 

Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed handgun), a person licensed under 
Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a 
concealed handgun"; or

(B) a sign posted on the property that:
(i) includes the language described by Paragraph (A) in both English and Spanish;
(ii) appears in contrasting colors with block letters at least one inch in height; and
(iii) is displayed in a conspicuous manner clearly visible to the public.



Texas Government Code

§ 411.209. Wrongful Exclusion of Concealed Handgun License Holder

(a) A state agency or a political subdivision of the state may not provide notice by a communication described 
by Section 30.06, Penal Code, or by any sign expressly referring to that law or to a concealed handgun license, 
that a license holder carrying a handgun under the authority of this subchapter is prohibited from entering or 
remaining on a premises or other place owned or leased by the governmental entity unless license holders are 
prohibited from carrying a handgun on the premises or other place by Section 46.03 or 46.035, Penal Code.

(b) A state agency or a political subdivision of the state that violates Subsection (a) is liable for a civil penalty 
of:

(1) not less than $1,000 and not more than $1,500 for the first violation; and
(2) not less than $10,000 and not more than $10,500 for the second or a subsequent violation.

(c) Each day of a continuing violation of Subsection (a) constitutes a separate violation.



Texas Penal Code 

Sec. 46.035. Unlawful carrying of handgun by license holder

(a-1) * * * a license holder commits an offense if the license holder carries a partially or wholly visible 
handgun, regardless of whether the handgun is holstered, on or about the license holder’s person* * *, 
and intentionally or knowingly displays the handgun in plain view of another person:

(1) on the premises of an institution of higher education * * *; or
(2) on any public or private driveway, street, sidewalk or walkway, parking lot, parking garage, or 

other parking area of an institution of higher education* * *.



Texas Penal Code 

Sec. 46.035. Unlawful carrying of handgun by license holder

(a–3) * * * a license holder commits an offense if the license holder intentionally carries a concealed 
handgun on a portion of a premises located on the campus of an institution of higher education in this 
state on which the carrying of a concealed handgun is prohibited by rules, regulations, or other provisions 
established under Section 411.2031(d–1), Government Code, provided the institution gives effective 
notice under Section 30.06 with respect to that portion.



STATUTORY EXCLUSION ZONES 

Sec. 46.035. Unlawful carrying of handgun by license holder

(b) A license holder commits an offense if the license holder intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly carries a 
handgun under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, regardless of whether the 
handgun is concealed or carried in a shoulder or belt holster, on or about the license holder's person:

(1) on the premises of a business that has a permit or license issued under Chapter 25, 28, 32, 69, or 74, 
Alcoholic Beverage Code, if the business derives 51 percent or more of its income from the sale or service 
of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption, as determined by the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission under Section 104.06, Alcoholic Beverage Code;

(2) on the premises where a high school, collegiate, or professional sporting event or interscholastic 
event is taking place, unless the license holder is a participant in the event and a handgun is used in the 
event;

(3) on the premises of a correctional facility;
(4) on the premises of a hospital licensed under Chapter 241, Health and Safety Code, or on the 

premises of a nursing facility licensed under Chapter 242, Health and Safety Code, unless the license 
holder has written authorization of the hospital or nursing facility administration, as appropriate;

(5) in an amusement park; or
(6) on the premises of a church, synagogue, or other established place of religious worship.



(c) A license holder commits an offense if the license holder intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly carries a 
handgun under the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, regardless of whether the 
handgun is concealed, in the room or rooms where a meeting of a governmental entity is held and if the 
meeting is an open meeting subject to Chapter 551, Government Code, and the entity provided notice as 
required by that chapter. 

(d) A license holder commits an offense if, while intoxicated, the license holder carries a handgun under 
the authority of Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, regardless of whether the handgun is 
concealed or carried in a shoulder or belt holster.



STATUTORY EXCLUSION ZONES 

Sec. 46.03. Places weapons prohibited.

(a) A person commits an offense if the person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly possesses or goes 
with a firearm, illegal knife, club, or prohibited weapon listed in Section 46.05(a):

(1) on the physical premises of a school or educational institution, any grounds or building on which 
an activity sponsored by a school or educational institution is being conducted, or a passenger 
transportation vehicle of a school or educational institution, whether the school or educational institution 
is public or private, unless:

* * *
(B) the person possesses or goes with a concealed handgun that the person is licensed to carry under 

Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code, and no other weapon to which this section applies, on the 
premises of an institution of higher education or private or independent institution of higher education, 
on any grounds or building on which an activity sponsored by the institution is being conducted, or in a 
passenger transportation vehicle of the institution;

(2) on the premises of a polling place on the day of an election or while early voting is in progress;
(3) on the premises of any government court or offices utilized by the court, unless pursuant to 

written regulations or written authorization of the court;
* * *


