
The	  undersigned	  faculty,	  staff,	  and	  emeriti	  of	  the	  Department	  of	  Economics	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Texas	  at	  
Austin	  strongly	  oppose	  the	  “campus	  carry”	  bill	  (Senate	  Bill	  11)	  that	  is	  scheduled	  to	  go	  into	  effect	  August	  
1,	  2016.	  We	  believe	  that	  the	  presence	  of	  guns	  (concealed	  or	  otherwise)	  in	  classrooms,	  faculty	  offices,	  
social	  spaces,	  and	  dormitories	  is	  unsafe	  and	  will	  inhibit	  the	  free	  exchange	  of	  ideas	  and	  viewpoints	  that	  
is	  integral	  to	  a	  university.	  As	  we	  aspire	  to	  be	  a	  first-‐tier	  public	  university,	  we	  must	  recognize	  that	  this	  
law	  will	  damage	  our	  ability	  to	  recruit	  and	  retain	  the	  best	  students	  and	  faculty	  from	  across	  Texas,	  the	  
United	  States,	  and	  the	  world.	  
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