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The undersigned faculty and staff of the Butler School of Music are extremely alarmed
by the Campus Carry law passed by the Texas Legislature and oppose the presence of
concealed firearms in our classrooms, offices, social spaces, and concert halls. We
consider this law to be an existential threat to our core mission of “making profound
contributions to the future of music” and preparing “students for productive careers as
performers, teachers, composers and scholars, and for satisfying lives as informed and
responsible members of a democratic society.” Guns on campus are a direct threat to the
freedom of speech which is a fundamental cornerstone of academic discourse; the
atmosphere of fear derived from the presence of guns directly conflicts with UT’s
mandate for “creating a community working together to solve challenges facing society,

blending research and discovery with learning.”

None of us believes that allowing more guns into our facilities will increase the safety of
our faculty, students or staff; on the contrary, this legislation puts at risk hundreds of UT
students present in our building on any given day. Moreover, our school also functions as
a major community outreach resource. Carrying concealed weapons creates physical and
psychological risks for the many children who are taking lessons in our building on a
daily basis basis (two nationally recognized outreach programs, the Piano Project and the
String Project, have about 300 students regularly enrolled every semester) and to high
school students who attend the events of the University Interscholastic League (UIL).
Since the announcement of the law, some community outreach events have been
cancelled due to perceived risk. With its more than 600 annual concerts and other public
events that are attended by hundreds of people from around Austin and beyond, we
cannot entrust security to anyone other than trained officers of the peace.
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