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Psychologists study the determinants of human behavior, including causes of, and
responses to, violent behavior. Thus, we, the undersigned faculty members of the
Department of Psychology at UT-Austin, feel it is important for us to comment on the
pending campus carry law. In our view, there is no reasonable justification for permitting
concealed guns to be taken into campus buildings. There is no empirical evidence
whatsoever that the presence of concealed guns on campus will promote student safety,
and ample reason to believe that it will lead to harm. Shootings give rise to situations
marked by panic, confusion, and terror, conditions under which judgment, especially
among individuals who are untrained and inexperienced in such situations, is impaired.
Because we are personally and professionally committed to promoting the physical and
mental wellbeing of children, adolescents, and adults, we strenuously object to this law
and to the presence of concealed guns in campus buildings.
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