
Statement from The Department of Spanish and Portuguese: 

We, the faculty, graduate students, and staff members of the Department of Spanish and Portuguese oppose 
the presence of concealed firearms in our classrooms, offices and social spaces. We strongly believe that 
concealed guns should not be allowed in any building, or on the perimeters of the campus of the University 
of Texas, Austin. We further believe that our main goal as a public Research One institution is the fostering 
of education, critical thinking, and professionalization of students. As an intellectual community, we simply 
reject the premise that guns will make our classrooms, offices, and social spaces safer. 

In the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, our main goal is to educate and train our students to develop 
new knowledge about the languages, literatures and cultures of the Iberian and Latin American regions, 
their related diasporas, and their Indigenous, African, and Asian cultures. We would like to continue doing 
so in an atmosphere of mutual respect and without the threat posed by guns in our classrooms. As a 
racially, culturally, ethnically, and sexually diverse department, we are aware of the social-power dynamics 
behind gun culture and the potentially disruptive and dangerous state of affairs the law allowing concealed 
weapons in campus buildings will bring to our courses, pedagogies, freedom of speech and finally, our 
security and lives. 

Jossianna Arroyo-Martínez, Interim Chair 
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