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We, the undersigned faculty and staff of the UT Austin School of Social Work, strongly
oppose guns on campus. Social work is a field committed to social justice and to the

health and wellbeing

of individuals, families, and communities. We work tirelessly to prevent violence

and trauma, and all forms of oppression. As social scientists, we base our
recommendations and interventions on rigorous scientific evidence. Research evidence is
conclusive that concealed weapons do not reduce crime or violence. In fact, access to
firearms increases the risk of violence and tragedies. We believe that permitting
concealed weapons on campus will only create fear, intimidation, panic and harm. And
because violence and intimidation are tools of social control, we stand in solidarity with
other groups on our campus who are impacted disproportionately by violence including
communities of color, women, individuals living with disabilities and members of the
LGBTQIA community. Accordingly, we join with our esteemed colleagues in other
disciplines on campus and with the scientific community at large in strongly opposing the

presence of guns on the UT campus.
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